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Levy, due from fuch Perfon or Perfons, but will, notwithftanding the fame
Debt being due from the Sheriff, take the Body or Goods of fuch: Perfon in
Execution, fhall be liable to be profecuted in an A&ion of Trefpafs, or Falfe
Imprifonment, as the Cafe fhall require. |

Axp be it further Enacted, That the High Sheriff of every refpeQive
County thall be liable to be fued, as aforefaid, for his own, or any of his De-
puty’s, Offence or Offences againft this A&, and the Debts mentioned, which
the Sheriffs may owe to any Inhabitant, are to be underftood of fuch Debts,
as are afligned to the Inhabitants in the Publick County, or Parifh Levy, or
Forty per Pole, as aforefaid ; or due from the High Sheriff, by Bill, Bond,
Note, or Account proved ; any Law, Ufage, or Cuftom, to the contrary not-
withftanding. - | )

A N » whereas there have been divers great Complaints from feveral Parts of
this Province to this General Affembly of feveral: Sheriffs and Sub-Sheriffs,
that have exated and extorted great Sums of Tobacco, above their due and
lawful Fees alcerrained by the Aéts of Affembly of this Province, from feveral
the Inhabitants thereof: And tho’ the Laws of this Province have infli&ed a
fevere Penalty upon any Officer that thall charge and receive more than his due
Fees ; yet the faid Officers have moft cunningly and craftily evaded the faid
Laws, by taking Bills or Writings Obligatory, without ever delivering any Ac-
count, figned under their Hands, as the Law direés, fo that the Party grieved
cannot {ufficiently prove the faid Extortion, and is thereby left without Re-
medy: For Prevention whereof, Be it Ena&ted by the Authority, Advice, and
Confent aforefaid, That no Sheriff or Sub-Sheriff, within this Province, after
the Publication of this A&, in their feveral and refpective Counties whereimr
they dwell, fhall take any Bond, Bill, or any other Writing Obligatory, of any
Perfon or Perfons, upon any Pretence whatfoever, without Iridorfing the Account
on the Back of the faid Bond, Bill, or Writing Obligatory, for which the fame.
was pafled. And if any Sheriff or Sub-Sheriff, within this Province, fhall, du-
ring the time that he remains in his Place or Office, upon any Pretence whatfo-
ever, take any Bill, Bond, or Writing, Obligatory, without Indorfing the Account
on the Back of the faid Bond, Bill, or Writing Obligatory, as aforefaid, by which
it may appear upon what Confideration the fame was taken, the faid Bond, Bill,
or Writing Obligatory, fhall be Void, and of no Effe&; and the Officer or
Officers that took the fame fhall lofe his Debt, and for ever be debarr’'d of
fuing any other Action for the Recovery of the fame; ‘any Law, Statute, or
Ufage, to the contrary in any wife notwithftanding, L
. Anp that whereas the Eﬁd Officers are prohibited. from taking Bills, upon
any Pretence whatfoever, otherwife than asis direted by'this A&, during thetime
they remain in Office : To the Intent the faid Officers may receive no Damage
by the A&t of Affembly for the Limitation of Acions ; Be it further Enacted by
the Authority aforefaid, That the time the faid Officers remain in Office {hail
not be reckoned or accounted in the A& of Limitation. : |

AND that whereas it hath been the Practice of feveral Sheriffs of this Pro-
vince, where a Perfon hath been in Prifon at the Suit of Two or Three feveral
Perfons, or hath lain for the Satisfaction of Two or more {everal Judgments, for
the Sheriff to charge Imprifonment Fees for each Action or Judgment; For Pre-
vention whereof for the future, Be it Enacted by the Authority aforefaid, That
it fhall not-be lawful for any Sheriff within this Province, to take any more Fees
for keeping any Prifoner, tho’ he be imprifoned at the Suit of Two or Three
feveral Perfons, or for feveral Judgments, than if he was imprifoned only at One
Suit, or for One Caufe, under the Pains and Penalties mentioned in the Aé& of
Limitation of Officers Fees againft the Offenders thereof,

- Axp be it further Enatted, Thata certain A& of Aflembly of this Province,
Intituled, An A Reftraining the Extortions of Sheriffs, Sub-Sheriffs, and Deputy
CommifJaries ; made at a Seffion of Affembly, begun and held at at the City of
T ‘ Annapolis,




